Luke 19-21

Luke 19:1-10 Jesus and Zacchaeus 
Jesus continues his journey to Jerusalem, heading west on the major road from the east which passes through Jericho.  

This is the only use of the term “chief tax collector” in the New Testament.  Herod had some major royal facilities in Jericho at the time, so this might be the explanation of Zacchaeus’ special title.  Also, the road was the major east-west route, so there might have been some kind of toll or duties collected.

The fact that Zaccheaus “was rich” suggests that he was laying heavy and probably inflated costs on the people.  He was as unpopular and “unclean,” in Jewish eyes, as were the prostitutes and other “sinners.”
Because he was short as well, he climbed a tree to get a look at Jesus passing by – and Jesus calls him down and asks to go to Zaccheaus’ house!  Notice that Zaccheaus “received Jesus joyfully,” but that everybody else grumbled about Jesus hanging out with this hated person.  This is very similar to the situation in Luke 7:36-50, when the “sinful woman” washed Jesus’ feet while the people all around were offended.

Jesus accepts Zaccheaus’ repentance and willingness to start giving back to those he had unfairly burdened.  Like the woman in chapter 7, Zaccheaus “has been forgiven much, therefore he loves much.”  Jesus calls Zaccheaus a “son of Abraham,” meaning a good Jew rather than an “unclean” outsider.  Also, under the New Testament, a child of Abraham is a person of any race who has faith (see Galatians 3:7).  As John the Baptist said, “God can turn rocks into children of Abraham if he wants” (Matthew 3:9).  The grumblers are told to shut up and rejoice in the salvation that God offers to all.
In verse 10 Jesus makes it clear that “the lost” (sinners, the unclean, those morally outside of the standards of righteousness) are exactly who he has come to save.  Luke makes it a point to show how Jesus reached out to those who were kept at arms length by others.  Jesus here speaks of himself as “son of man,” emphasizing his humility and compassion in sharing our humanity.
Luke 19:11-27  The Parable of the 10 Minas

This story is similar to the one Jesus tells in Matthew 25:14-30, but has some differences.  Jesus used certain basic stories and sayings more than once, sometimes changing them a bit to emphasize different points.

Luke tells us right away that the reason for the story was to warn those who thought that the kingdom of God was coming right away, and that Jesus was the warrior-Messiah who would lead them in a revolution.  This is significant because it is the last thing Jesus teaches before entering Jerusalem, where many expected him to claim earthly kingship.  He’s trying to let them know that his kingdom is of a different order – “not of this world” (John 18:36).
He tells a story about a traveling nobleman who divides his treasure (a mina was about 3 months wages) among servants who are to handle it in his absence.

The story makes several points: 1) that the ruler is not going to take full charge immediately, but will return after a journey to do so (meaning that Jesus would leave the world before coming back to rule it); 2) he will invest his treasure (his message and spiritual power) in those who will represent him until his return – the church – us!; 3) those who use the treasure to expand his kingdom (those who build up the church by sharing the Good News with others) will be great in his kingdom; 4)  those who deny responsibility for handling his treasure will lose their share; 5) those who resist his authority to rule will fall under his judgment.   

Luke 19:28-40 Palm Sunday

Riding into Jerusalem in this fashion fulfills a prophecy in Zechariah 9:9, which foretells a king entering the city.

Indeed, his followers proclaim him with royal language (Luke 19:38) as well as singing glory to God like the angels who announced Jesus’ birth to the shepherds (Luke 2).

The religious leaders ask him to silence his disciples, most likely because claims of a new king would be perceived as rebellion by the Romans and cause a military response.  But Jesus points to his divine nature, saying that the whole creation will sing out if called upon to do so.

Luke 19:41-44 The lament over Jerusalem

Jesus weeps for the Holy City, knowing it will reject him.  He also foretells the Roman destruction of Jerusalem and its Temple, which happened in 70 AD as a response to Jewish uprisings.
Luke 19:45-48  Jesus takes over the Temple

By chasing out “those who sold,” Luke likely means those who sold sacrificial animals or exchanged money so that people could pay the Temple tax with Jewish coins rather than unclean (Gentile) Roman money.  In doing this, Jesus would have interrupted the daily sacrifices.  It points to his coming fulfillment of the sacrificial system, replacing it with his own death on the cross.

But he continues to occupy the Temple area, teaching there and finding a receptive audience in those who were coming to the Temple to seek God’s mercy and blessing.

The religious leaders, however, have escalated from grumbling about Jesus and now plan to have him killed.

Luke 20:1-8 The leaders challenge Jesus

Religious authorities interrupt his teaching to challenge his take over of the Temple.  They’re saying, “This is our space, and you have no authority here.  WE didn’t approve of your actions.”

But he turns the tables on them with a question of his own, asking if the ministry of John the Baptist (who had been popular with the people) was from God or just a man-made bit of religion.

The leaders are afraid to answer, because “from God” raises the question of why they didn’t listen to John and “man made” would anger the crowd, who believed John to be a true prophet of God.

Jesus thus exposes how their political maneuvering lacks core faith and conviction.  Because they cannot answer him, he refuses to answer them.

Luke 20:9-18 The Parable of the Wicked Tennant Farmers
Jesus then tells the crowd a story, to point out that the religious leaders are the ones who have taken over God’s Temple, running the place and benefitting from it while getting rid of God’s true prophets and, soon, God’s own Son.  In verses 15-16, Jesus foretells his rejection and crucifixion, the coming destruction of the Temple and its priesthood, and the going out of salvation to the Gentiles.

This is shocking to the crowd, so Jesus points to himself as the fulfillment of Psalm 118:22, the rejected stone that God turns into the new cornerstone.  Jesus himself will be the “cornerstone” of a new and truer “temple,” which will not be a building but the church of “living stones”.  See Acts 4:11 and I Peter 2:4-7.

Luke 20:19-26 The trap about “paying taxes to Caesar”

Realizing that they are losing the debate among the people, the religious leaders try to manipulate Jesus into saying something that will get him killed by the Romans.  They ask him about paying taxes to the Roman Emperor (Caesar).  If he says this is a good thing, he will be regarded as a traitor by the people, but if he advocates not paying, the Romans will see him as a rebel.

But Jesus knows what they are doing and counters the trap.  He asks them to produce a Roman coin – when they do they are exposed as hypocrites for carrying pagan money around in the Temple.  Then he says, “Give Caesar what bears his image, but give God what bears His,” meaning that the stuff of this world belongs to this world but human life, made in the image of God, should be devoted to God.
The authorities are shut up – for the moment.

Luke 20:27-40  The Sadducees and their sarcastic question
The Sadducees were a faction of Jewish religious leaders who were secular in their outlook.  They didn’t believe in afterlife, angels, or other aspects of the “supernatural.”

Although they don’t believe in the resurrection to eternal life, they ask Jesus a question designed to show afterlife as nonsense.

But Jesus, as he did when tempted by the devil (Luke 4) quotes Scripture to show that those who belong to God live with Him forever.  He also says that the resurrection is not just a continuation of business as usual, but a whole new existence that can’t be explained just in earthly categories.  (See how Paul makes this point in I Corinthians 15:35-49).

The religious leaders back off from questioning him.

Luke 20:41-47  Jesus goofs on the religious leaders
Having made the leaders look bad, Jesus shows his superior command of Scripture to the people.  He quotes Psalm 110, and shows how David’s own verse shows that the Messiah is not just a descendant of David, but David’s Lord as well.  In other words, the religious leaders display an inadequate understanding of who the Messiah will be.

Then Jesus warns that the outward displays of religion and social prominence showed by the religion scholars (the Scribes) fall under God’s judgment.
Luke 21:1-4  The 100% Offering

Seeing the rich making a show of their Temple offerings, Jesus points out a widow who gives what few coins she has.  This is similar to “Render to Caesar…”, in that the rich were making offerings for earthly favor while the widow was offering her very self (“all she had to live on”) in faith.  The rest of Chapter 21 deals with the fall of earthly “certainties” and the coming of the Kingdom of God.

Luke 21:5-24  The instability of the world

As people admire the greatness and seeming permanence of the Temple, Jesus foretells its destruction (he goes into more detail about that in verses 20-24).  He warns people that big upheavals are going to be normal in human history, and that running around declaring “end times” will be a mistake.

In the midst of all of the world’s troubles, the followers of Jesus will be hounded and hated.  But even in those circumstances, the Good News will go forward.  We need not morbidly “prepare for the worst;” rather, we should endure when it comes and let the Holy Spirit guide us in witnessing to Jesus in the midst of it all.

Luke 21:25-28  The “end of the world” is good news for Christ’s people
While popular culture tends to obsess on the destructive and violent ideas of the end of time, Jesus tells his followers that when the signs of the end come, it is a time to stand up in confidence, because our “redemption draws near.”  Redemption in this case refers to our moral nature being exchanged for our eternal “resurrection body” (I Corinthians 15:35 and following.)
Luke 21:29-38  As his Passion approaches, Jesus tells people to stay attentive to his word.

Through all of the upheavals to come, both short and long term, Jesus’ word will not pass away.  It is as reliable as the signs of changing seasons in nature.  
Verse 32 says that “this generation will not pass away until all has taken place,” likely meaning that those hearing him would see him fulfill his mission through the crucifixion, resurrection, ascension and sending of the Holy Spirit.  From that perspective, we pray on Sundays, 
…having in remembrance his blessed passion and precious death, his mighty resurrection and glorious ascension; rendering unto thee most hearty thanks for the innumerable benefits procured unto us by the same.  And we most humbly beseech thee, O merciful Father, to hear us; and, of thy almighty goodness, vouchsafe to bless and sanctify, with thy Word and Holy Spirit, these thy gifts… (Rite I) 
and 
We celebrate the memorial of our redemption, O Father, in this sacrifice of praise and thanksgiving. Recalling his death, resurrection, and ascension, we offer you these gifts.  Sanctify them by your Holy Spirit… (Rite II, Prayer A).
He says “my words will not pass away,” and as we gather week in and week out to repeat his words, “This is my body, this is my blood,” we fulfill what St. Paul says in I Corinthians 11:26,

For as often as you eat this bread and drink the cup, you proclaim the Lord’s death until he comes.
(Luke 21:34-38 warns us to be attentive to Jesus words and active in prayer, not letting earthly pleasures and concerns outweigh our discipleship.  

Jesus models this for us at the very end of the chapter.  Although there are plots against him and all kinds of other distractions, he sticks to his God-given purpose, preaching and teaching (see Luke 4:42-44).  
Luke also lets us know that Jesus would spend the evenings on the Mount of Olives, just to the east of Jerusalem.  This is knowledge Judas used to betray Jesus, tipping off the authorities as to where they could find him at night.
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