Luke 7 – 12 Notes

Chapter 7:1 – 10  The healing of the Centurion’s servant
After teaching at length along the northern seacoast (Chapter 6), Jesus continues his travels and comes to Capernaum, which is on the north side of the inland Sea of Galilee (actually a large freshwater lake).

Jesus receives a delegation of Jewish leaders who ask him to heal the servant of a Roman officer (Centurion = charge of 100 soldiers).  They testify that the officer had been good to their community.  This is similar to Cornelius, the first baptized Gentile, mentioned by Luke in Acts 10.  Luke continually draws attention to Jesus’ role as Savior for all races and nations, as the Holy Spirit revealed by Simeon (see Luke 2:32) and as Luke asserts by placing Jesus in a family tree going back to Adam, the first man (see Luke 3:23-38).
The Roman officers faith is revealed through his military understanding: he knows that his own commands carry power, and so he expresses belief that Jesus’ words can heal, even at a distance.

7:11-17  Raising the widow’s dead son in Nain
Jesus continues south, toward Judea and Jerusalem.  Near the south end of the Sea of Galilee, he reaches Nain, probably the modern Arab town of Nein.

Headed into the town, his procession of disciples and on-lookers, filled with hope and expectation by his preaching and miracles, gets into a traffic jam with an out bound procession of grief, the funeral procession for the only son (only means of support) for his mother.  There’s great drama as the procession of hope meets the procession of despair – and the procession of hope prevails by the kindness and power of Jesus.
Jesus “had compassion” and raised the dead youth to life.  This is one of three such incidents by which Jesus reveals his divine nature, more powerful than death.  The others are Lazarus of Bethany (John 11) and a 12 year old girl (we’ll see this in Luke 8; also recorded in Mark 5).
The result is that Jesus’ fame begins to spread, as people see him as their long held hope of God’s favor.

7:18-35  Jesus responds to John the Baptist

Matthew 11:2 tells us that John is in prison, and so sends messengers because he can’t go to Jesus himself.  John appears to have had a moment of doubt, even though he was sure about Jesus while they were both in their mothers’ wombs (Luke 1:41) and when Jesus came for baptism in the Jordan River.  John, facing death, must have wanted reassurance that he had fulfilled the work God had given him.  So his messengers ask Jesus if he is “the one who is to come,” that is, the Messiah expected by the Jews.
Jesus performs healings and exorcisms in their presence, and then tells them to reassure John with all of the signs in his ministry, and the words “blessed is the one who is not offended by me” (7:23).  

When the messengers leave, Jesus speaks to the crowd about the importance of John’s ministry.   He does this by

· Reminding the people that they came out into the wilderness because John had more authority than any prophet

· Telling them that John is the fulfillment of Old Testament prophecy (Malachi 3:1 is quoted in Luke 7:27)

· Assuring them that, although John is the greatest man ever born (7:28), even the “least in the kingdom of heaven” is greater.
Jesus then criticizes those who have refused to hear John or follow Jesus, comparing them to children who did not respond to familiar games like play-acting village wedding feasts or funerals.

Jesus goes on to say that those who reject the kingdom of God won’t listen to “sad songs” (John the Baptist and his hard life style) or “happy songs” (Jesus and his willingness to feast and attend parties).  

We see this today in many criticisms of Christianity throughout history – if the church speaks to social issues, it is faulted for “trying to impose religion on people,” if it doesn’t, it is faulted for “not doing anything about all the pain in the world.”  Those who reject the kingdom of God will use any possible excuse.

7:36-50  The sinful woman crashes the Pharisee’s party
Jesus is invited to a dinner at a Pharisees house.  The Pharisees were one of several parties or “schools” within the Jewish religion, led by Rabbis who emphasized strict keeping of all of the Laws of Moses, along with extra rules created by religious teachers to ensure that no one would even get close to breaking a law.  As Luke told us just above, the Pharisees were confident in their brand of righteousness, and saw no need for John’s baptism.

The Pharisee would have been viewed as a holy man and citizen of high wisdom and status.  The fame of Jesus has been spreading, so the Pharisee feels entitled to be associated with (and to investigate) this new celebrity.
At the dinner, “a woman of the city, who was a sinner” (very likely a prostitute) crashes the party and shows Jesus great adoration and kindness.  The Pharisee is offended and judges Jesus to be a false prophet, but Jesus shows his power by knowing the Pharisee’s thoughts.

Jesus then uses a simple parable to show that those who are forgiven much can have a greater capacity to love than those who do not recognize their need for God’s mercy.  And he tells the woman, “Your sins are forgiven.”

Those at the dinner ask, “Who is this, who even forgives sins?”  C.S. Lewis addresses this in a memorable paragraph from his book Mere Christianity,

“A man who was merely a man and said the sort of things Jesus said would not be a great moral teacher. He would either be a lunatic--on the level with a man who says he is a poached egg--or he would be the devil of hell. You must take your choice. Either this was, and is, the Son of God, or else a madman or something worse. You can shut him up for a fool or you can fall at his feet and call him Lord and God. But let us not come with any patronizing nonsense about his being a great human teacher. He has not left that open to us.”
Chapter 8:1-3 The Women
Women are especially drawn to Jesus’ message.  Luke has more mentions of women and their ministry with him than any other Gospel, and of course this continues in Acts as women like Lydia and Priscilla emerge as church leaders.

Notice how the women are mentioned alongside of the 12 Apostles as at the core of Jesus’ ministry, and are primarily responsible for financially supporting it.  There presence as part of his inner circle would have been scandalous – women could not study to be Rabbis, for instance, so this group of women would have stood out as unusual and improper around a righteous teacher.  

They also reflect the same remarkable diversity as the 12.  Among the women are Mary Magdalene, who was at one time severely possessed and would have been a complete outcast, and a member of King Herod’s court, a total insider.  Jesus breaks down all kinds of human divisions and barriers.

8:4-8 Parable of the Sower
Jesus tells a parable, based in the primitive and relatively inefficient farming methods of the time.  Luke here gives us a good look at the challenging way in which Jesus taught, sometimes not giving an immediate explanation of a story but leaving it to provoke and challenge those who heard it.

8:9-15 Explanation

His disciples don’t understand the story and ask him to explain.

First, he tells them that parables are given by God to divide believers from unbelievers.  Those who follow Jesus in truth will understand, those who don’t won’t.  

He then explains the parable of the sower. Key: “The seed is the word of God.” You might ask the members of your group to which of the four types they feel closest:

1. I don’t buy what Jesus is selling.  I hear other messages that work better for me.

2. Well, I like to hear the Sunday sermon, but I forget all that stuff when I’m out in the “real world” and dealing with real problems.

3. Sure, I believe in Jesus but I don’t get weird and let religion mess with more important stuff in my life.

4. I can’t wait to get from Observation, Interpretation and Correlation to Application in my own life! 

8:16-18  Aphorisms

Along with the parables (stories), Jesus teaches with many short sayings, or aphorisms.  He gives three here, rapid fire, about the word he preaches:
· Those who have his message must show it, like a lit lamp in this age

· Nothing remains secret from God, and the sincerity of one’s faith will be revealed in the final judgment
· Those who receive Jesus’ words with faith will gain more and more insight, those who don’t will lose the benefit of even what words they did understand.

8:19-21  Jesus and his family

Jesus says that earthly family is secondary to citizenship in the kingdom of God.  His true family are not based on blood, but on those who receive and apply his word.

He’s not saying we have to ditch our families – only cults and totalitarian governments ask that.  

The hope is that our families will nurture our faith.  See 2 Timothy 1:5 and Ephesians 6:1-4 as examples.

On the other hand,

In Mark 3, it is revealed that Jesus’ family at this time believed that he had lost his mind and were trying to take charge of him.  His mission came first.
In Matthew 10:21, Jesus warns that family members will, in some cases, becomes the worst enemies of our faith.

In Matthew 19:27-30, Jesus tells his disciples that their faith will cost them family relationships, but that God will replace this with an even larger family in this life (fellowship with all Christians) and in the age to come (The Communion of Saints).
8:22-25 Jesus’ authority over nature

Just like his power to forgive sins, Jesus shows that he is Lord over the whole creation by calming a storm on the Sea of Galilee.  Once again, the question is raised, “Who is this?”  (see 7:36-50)  The answer is that he can’t be considered a mere man, and it point to his divine identity.

8:26-39  Jesus’ authority over the unseen, spiritual world

Jesus performs an exorcism of a man possessed by a “Legion” of demons.  This name indicates a formidable force, as the Roman Legions of the time were large armies.
The exorcism takes place in a Gentile (Greek) region on the east side of the Sea of Galilee.  Jews did not eat pork, which is why herds of pigs are present.

The destruction of the pigs can be understood only by the great value of each person in God’s eyes.  We eat all kinds of animals to sustain our physical life – these pigs are expendable for the spiritual freedom of the man.

Demons will be consigned to hell (“the abyss”) when the kingdom comes, but until then they are allowed to serve the devil by afflicting the earth.  

Notice that at the end of the event, Jesus tells the man to stay in the region and tell what “God has done for him” – and he goes out and tells what JESUS has done for him.  Luke is telling us what should be obvious – that the one who can forgive sins, has power over nature and over the unseen world is God in the flesh.

8:40-56  Two healings
Jesus is approached by the “ruler of the synagogue.”  This is not a Rabbi (teacher), but an annually elected member of the congregation tasked with administration of the local place of assembly for prayer and teaching (sacrifices took place only at the Temple in Jerusalem).  So Jairus is like a Senior Warden.
Jairus has a daughter who is very sick, and Jesus goes to heal her.

But on the way, a woman with a chronic illness sneaks up through a crowd, touches his clothing, and is healed.  A couple of things to notice:

· Although he is divine, Jesus is living in the limits of our flesh and blood during his ministry on earth (this is why he must pray, eat and do other things humans do).  He doesn’t know who touched him.

· The woman’s faith is decisive in connecting with the divine power.  The first healing in the Gospel of Mark (Mark 2) is granted because of the faith of the four friends who bring a sick man to Jesus.

After this, word comes that Jairus’ daughter has died.  But Jesus insists that he go to her just the same.

Notice here the honored place of parents – when Jesus goes in to raise the girl to life, he brings with him only a few disciples and her mom and dad (Jairus and his wife).

After the miracle, Jesus asks that it be kept a secret.  Why did he tell the man freed from the legion of demons to spread the word, and ask Jairus’ family to keep it secret?  It is likely that Jesus wanted word about him to spread among Greeks, who were not expecting a Savior, while there was too much danger of Jews rushing to use the Messiah as a reason to rebel against the Romans.

Chapter 9:1-6  The Twelve Apostles go out
Apostle means “one who is sent,” and Jesus sends his core group of 12 out ahead of him, equipped with a share of his supernatural power and ordered to live his lifestyle as they preach his message of the coming kingdom of God.

9:7-9  The king is not amused

As reports of Jesus spread among the Jews, King Herod is disturbed.  Having executed John, he expected “Messiah fever” to cool off.  He wants Jesus investigated.

9:10-17  Signs of the kingdom of God

Jesus heals all who are sick and uses his power to provide food for a multitude that has none.  These are signs of the kingdom of God, where there is no sickness or lack of anything.

9:18-22  Peter confesses Jesus as the Christ (Messiah)

Jesus tests his Apostles, and Peter is able to say that Jesus is the one anointed by God to bring the kingdom.
Jesus tells them to keep it secret, to avoid inciting the people to a misguided rebellion.

9:23-27  Following Jesus in the way of the cross

Jesus warns them that following him will involve daily sacrifice.  We understand the cross because of Jesus, but when he first said this all his followers knew was that the Romans crucified criminals and enemies in order to humiliate them and intimidate the population.  This must have been a disturbing message – “following me means daily humiliation.”

He follows this up by saying that one can “gain the whole world” but lose the eternal life that God is offering in His kingdom.  So the value system of the world is turned upside down – those who seem humiliated might well be winning while the powerful on earth are actually losing the true kingdom.  Progress comes by holding faith in Jesus and his words.
It is likely that the saying, “There are some standing here who will not taste death until the see the kingdom of God” refers to Peter, James and John who are about to receive a vision of Jesus as he will be in heavenly glory…

9:28-36  The Transfiguration

Jesus changes appearance, revealing his heavenly glory on a mountain top, in the presence of Peter, James and John.  Moses and Elijah appear, telling us that Jesus is the fulfillment of the Law that God gave to Moses (he will accomplish this by being the perfect and final sacrifice for sin) and the Prophets who revealed God’s will and plans throughout history.
Jesus is also strengthening some of his key leaders, by giving a vision of triumph to sustain them in the dark days that they will experience.

9:37-43  Healing a possessed boy

On the one hand, Jesus continues to demonstrate his diving nature.  On the other, he expresses frustration at how far from the kingdom of God most people live in their daily lives – we can be so susceptible to evil and so weak and helpless in its presence.
9:43-45  Jesus reminds them that he must suffer and die
They are confused and frightened by this reminder that, despite his divine power, Jesus must complete his mission by suffering at the hands of mere mortals.

9:46-56  Jesus reigns in his hot headed followers

In three incidents, Jesus warns his followers against misusing the great power they will have.

· He tells them to knock of trying to “rank” themselves over one another and instead concentrate on serving one another.

· He warns against “sectarianism” that says, “Everybody must be part of the same organization to be a true Christian.”  Here he makes room for a variety of churches that will represent him.

· He becomes angry with his followers for wanting to use destructive force against those who won’t listen to them.  The gospel is not to be forced on anybody.
9:57-62  Following Jesus is costly

Jesus cautions would-be followers that trying to get everything in order before following him won’t work.  The work of the kingdom will be costly and will mean “loose ends” in many aspects of our lives.  Christianity is not Burger King, we can’t have it all “our way.”
Chapter 10:1-20  The 72 missionaries
The message is spreading and Jesus sends more out to represent him in places where he will come and preach.  Some manuscripts of Luke say 70, some say 72.  In several places in the Old Testament, God told Moses to take 70 Israelites to assist him in leading the people (see Exodus 24:1).

Among the points in his instructions to his missionaries, Jesus says,

· God is trying to reach the whole human race.  Plenty of harvest, but there’s always a shortage of “workers” (people to go out and proclaim Jesus)

· The mission field is treacherous – we are like “lambs in the midst of wolves.”

· Those who represent Jesus are not to be overly concerned with resources – they can rely on the support of the people who receive them.
· The primary work is to proclaim that the kingdom of God is found in Jesus.  All other work that the church might do is secondary to this.

· They are to move along where they are not accepted – God will deal with those who reject the gospel.

When the 72 return, they are thrilled by the spiritual power they’ve exercised.  Jesus tells them (us) that faithful work in his service is destroying Satan’s power.  But he also reminds us that the thrill of power and accomplishment is secondary to recognizing the grace of God:

“Nevertheless, do not rejoice in this, that the spirits are subject to you, but rejoice that your names are written in heaven.”

10:21-24  Jesus rejoices in his church (yes, in us, too!)

Jesus rejoices that the day-to-day people he chooses are receiving the kingdom of God.  Those who receive the gospel are blessed to have the deepest truth that humanity seeks.
10:25-37  The Parable of the Good Samaritan
A “lawyer” is an interpreter of religious law, not the same as an attorney in our day.  He engages Jesus in a debate, at first seeming sincere but it turns out he’s just playing a word game.
So instead of debating the definition of “neighbor,” Jesus tells a parable.

· The priest and the levite, servants of the Jerusalem Temple, were not necessarily jerks as individuals.  If they handled blood (the injured man), they would be ceremonially unclean and unable to do their job at the Temple.  So Jesus is saying, “You might not be a jerk, you might be a sincere religious person, but if your religious rules prevent you from showing kindness to another, you act like a jerk just the same.”

· The Samaritans were a group hated by the Jews, on racial and religious grounds.  So the story would have been disturbing – Jesus is saying “the worst kind of person you can think of can do the stuff that God wants.  They are judged by God, not you.”

· We create neighborliness by behaving toward others in the way that God wants.

· “Go and do likewise.”  You have to move from Observation, Interpretation and Correlation – go and Apply what God tells you!

10:38-42  Martha and Mary
These righteous women practiced the hospitality expected by God, and are special helpers to Jesus and his disciples.

But Martha becomes embittered when Mary sits to listen to Jesus instead of helping with chores.  Jesus gently corrects her about all her anxious effort, and reminds her that his word is the one thing that does not go away.

In a way, this balances the Good Samaritan, which some people try to turn into a message of “just do good deeds and you go to heaven.”  Jesus reminds us here that he is the way, the truth and the life – that no one comes to the Father except through him.

Chapter 11:1-13  Jesus teaches about prayer

Jesus answers when we ask.  His disciples see him praying, and ask for guidance on how to do it.  He tells them:
· The basic model is what we now call The Lord’s Prayer.  Praise God, pray for his kingdom to come, ask for daily needs, ask for mercy (which requires that we practice mercy to others), and ask for spiritual protection.

· Assume that God is good!  Parents don’t give toxic things to their kids who ask for food.  God will give good things to his people.

· Be persistent – keep asking, seeking and knocking like the annoying neighbor who wanted some bread.

· Ask above all for the Holy Spirit – the Father will share the Spirit with those who ask (this is one we forget all too often).

11:14-26  Spiritual warfare

As Jesus performs exorcisms, his enemies claim he is using demonic power.

Jesus refutes them, saying that you can’t use the devil to drive out demons.  Jesus uses power from the kingdom of God to destroy the devil’s kingdom.
He then warns that an unclean spirit can return when it is cast out and create more harm.  This is why it is important to seek the Holy Spirit – it’s not enough to chase out the evil, we must replace it with holiness so that the demonic cannot return.

11:27-36  Dealing with public opinion junk

When a woman praises Jesus’ family tree, Jesus responds that blessedness is not intergenerational, but only in the here and now of those who hear and apply the word of God.  Good social standing does not prove spiritual health.

When he starts drawing big crowds, Jesus doesn’t “stroke” them.  He warns them that they are under judgment unless they repent of evil and turn to God.  Big crowds do not prove the quality of Christian work.

He then warns that we are full of darkness and need to receive “light,” which comes by receiving him.  We must always confess our need for grace.  (See John 1:1-14; John 8:12)

11:37-54  Conflict with the Pharisees heats up

Although temporarily popular with the crowds, Jesus is making powerful enemies among the religious leaders, the Pharisees and “lawyers.”  He criticizes and condemns them for

· Keeping outward rituals while harboring serious evil in their hearts

· Seeking high social status and leading people astray by telling them to rely on the religious leaders instead of God
· Making people’s lives harder with excessive religious duties and rules

· Silencing those who speak true words of God (killing past prophets and holy witnesses.  The Zechariah mentioned is not John the Baptist’s father, but an Old Testament martyr.  See 2 Chronicles 24:20-22)

The chapter ends ominously, with the religious leaders scheming against Jesus.

Chapter 12:1-12  Jesus exhorts people to stand up for truth
Jesus tells the crowds that the hypocrisy of the Pharisees will be exposed.
He tells people not to fear those who can kill them, but to fear God alone.  He also interjects a bit of humor, reminding us that God cares about sparrows, and that we are worth plenty of those.  The world might hate us for following Christ, but we are valued by our Father in heaven.

Jesus tells us that we must maintain our faith in him and witness to him, in spite of the hostility it brings.  To deny him will lead to our being denied in heaven.

Blasphemy is to speak with great disrespect toward God. The “blasphemy against the Holy Spirit” is sustained and unrepented arguing against Jesus.  The Holy Spirit’s work is to lead people to Jesus (see John 14:15-17), so to fight against that is to disrespect the Spirit’s work and witness.
If you worry that you might have blasphemed against the Spirit, you probably haven’t!  If your conscience is so intact that you recognize that you might have been less than respectful toward God, then you are in position to repent and receive grace.  Blasphemy against the Spirit, the unforgivable sin, is lifelong effort against Jesus, without confession and repentence.

The Holy Spirit will give Christians words of witness in times of persecution.  Even when we seem to be on the “losing side” on earth, God’s word will go forward through us.
12:13-21  Parable of the rich fool

Ignoring all of what Jesus has been saying, someone in the crowd calls on him to settle a family property dispute.  Jesus rebuffs him, then tells a story about how the good things of this world can be temptations to ignore the kingdom of God.  

There is no eternal security in material wealth.  Truly, “you can’t take it with you.”  “Eat, drink and be merry” is wrong when it means that one is finding ultimate meaning and satisfaction in “stuff.”  This doesn’t mean we can’t enjoy what we have, as long as we are thankful and it doesn’t take the place of God (see I Timothy 4:4).

12:22-34  An alternative (Kingdom of God) way of looking at material things

The words about birds and flowers are so lovely that we miss how radical they are.  Jesus is saying, “God has everything, and he is giving you a place in his kingdom where it’s all yours, too.  So don’t be anxious – he will give you what you need on earth.”
In seeking the kingdom of God, all the earthly things we need will come into place.  They might not be the things we think we need (wants and needs are not always the same).
The use of our earthly treasure reveals our heart.  Generosity toward the needs of others and the work of God builds us true and eternal treasure in God’s kingdom.

12:35-48  Christians must be good servants of their master, even when he doesn’t seem to be around
Jesus gives various examples of household servants, who must be active in their assigned work.

Even if we are not “in church,” and even if we aren’t sure what Jesus is doing or aren’t all that aware of God’s presence, we are still disciples and ambassadors of the kingdom.   We must not separate our “Christian life” from other perceived “lives” we live (work, family, recreation, etc.)

We’ve been entrusted with much, so there is high expectation that we’ll use what we have to the glory of God.

12:49-53  Returning to the theme of conflict

Having dealt with the issues of material wealth and responsibility, Jesus returns to preparing his followers for conflict with the world.

He says again that his message will be “fire” and a source of division, even within families.

12:54-56  He urges people to keep looking for the kingdom

Learn to interpret life according to the gospel, in the same way that we can tell what the weather is up to.  

12:57-59  Is this earthly or heavenly advice?

This might be Jesus having a last word for the guy who wanted him to settle the family money dispute.  “Handle that stuff yourselves, and stay out of trouble.”
At the same time, it might also be a spiritual warning – “Make peace with God before he comes to judge you.”
That peace is accepting, by faith, the offering for our sins that Jesus made upon the cross.  
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